


THE RISK CATEGORY SHOULD BE BASED ON THE CONSEQUENCES 
OF THE FAILURE OF THE STRUCTURE DURING AN MCE EARTHQUAKE



A structure (such as a missile command center) belongs in
DOD Risk Category V when it has certain "national security"
characteristics.

Because a Risk Category V structure must remain virtually elastic
during an MCE earthquake, the "Maximum Probability" that a Risk 
Category V structure will 

sustain total or partial structural collapse is less than one 
percent; and 

endanger individual lives is minimal.



A structure belongs in Risk Category III if its failure during an 
earthquake has the potential 

to pose a substantial risk to human life; or

to cause a "substantial economic impact"; or

to cause "mass disruption of day-to-day civilian life."



During an MCE earthquake, the "Maximum Probability" that a Risk 
Category III structure will

sustain total or partial structural collapse is 6 percent; and

endanger individual lives is 15 percent.



A structure belongs in Risk Category IV if

its failure during an earthquake has the potential to pose a 
substantial hazard to the community; or

it is an "essential facility."



During an MCE earthquake, the "Maximum Probability" that a Risk 
Category IV structure will

sustain total or partial structural collapse is 3 percent; and

endanger individual lives is 10 percent.


